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time it was displayed. 
The history of micro-midget 

racing launched in the U.S. in the 
early 1930s; however, the craze 
originated in the middle ’50s in 
Bartlesville with a small group 
that included Paul Fox and Bob 
Sawyer. “Johnny Sawyer, brother 
of Bob, became involved as well, 
including a neighbor down the 
street,” said Fox. “I didn’t have a 
race car at the time, but we finally 
ventured to Emporia, Kansas, to 
race. As interest grew and the 
hobby evolved, the group 
attracted more participants who 
all met in garages to get together 
for midget shoptalk. 

“It wasn’t long before myself, 
Bob and Johnny Sawyer and 
others had our first race on a dirt 
track on ‘Walt’ Thompson’s 
trucking land, off Tuxedo Road. 
After that, we saw an opportunity, 
which led us to put together a 

national association for our 
group, and the ‘Bartlesville Micro
-Midget Races Association’ was 
established in the fall of 1958.” 

According to Fox, officers 
included Johnny Pearson, 
president, Donna Fox, secretary/
treasurer, Louis “Lou” 
Fesperman, business/manager 
promoter, and Kenneth Tate as 
track supervisor/flagman. 
As interest and passion grew for 
the young car buffs, so did the 
innovative ideas for applying 
various parts to cars to motorize 
the small vehicles, It wasn’t 
unusual for them to use motors 
from washing machines, 
refrigerators or even motorcycles. 
       After the first race on 
Thompson’s dirt track, Phillips 
CEO Kenneth “Boots” Adams got 
involved, and Phillips Petroleum 
not only supported and 

 

A new exhibit at the 
Bartlesville Area History 
Museum shows the history of 
micro-midget racing in 
Bartlesville. 

The newly installed, “Micro-
Midget Racing Dayze” exhibit has 
been installed and plans are 
underway to host a “Roundtable 
History” discussion on the 
subject in May.  

The museum was very 
fortunate to have a Junior Sprint 
quarter midget on display for a 
short time when the exhibit first 
opened, loaned by local 
businessman, Ron Truitt. 
However, an unexpected turn of 
events occurred and scheduling 
for the building maintenance on 
existing elevators was stepped 
up. Making it necessary to return 
the midget to Truitt because of 
spring racing. Use of the car was 
very much appreciated for the Cont’d on next page — 



I received a very special 
phone call from former 
V o l u n t e e r ,  C a t h e r i n e 
Templeton this year on 
Valentines Day, with this 
Valentine message—  

 

Catherine was a BAHM volunteer for approx. eleven years, her husband Henry, was 
her volunteer partner for two years previous to retiring.  

 Volunteers are very special individuals. In today’s society, it is very rare to find 
volunteers like those of the ‘Greatest Generation.”   

Henry served in WWII while Catherine stayed home, both of them dedicated to the 
sacrifice required of them to stand for liberty, freedom, and America. 

Thank you Catherine and Henry for your selfless service over the years and thank 
you— all of those who have, and continue to serve in the roll of ‘volunteer’ at the BAHM.                                                                       
Jo Crabtree Shown with permission 

 

encouraged the racing but also 
subsequently provided funding 
for asphalt for the track and a 
racing compound. The First 
International Championship 
Races were held on the new 
asphalt track in the early 1960s. 

“A large faction of the 
community involved in racing 
included employees of Phillips 
66, Cities Service and Reda 
Pump,” said Fox. 

According to Adams’ son, 
Kenneth Adams, Jr., the elder 
Adams was involved in promoting 
the sport for a time. 

“I do not know how Dad 
became interested in micro-
midget racing, but he did for a 
while,” said Kenneth Adams Jr. “I 
know he sponsored an orange/
red ‘66’ micro- midget racer and 
had a gentleman, Bobby Smith, 
drive the car. We boys were too 
young to be race car drivers and 
we did not attend all the races, 
but went to quite a few.” 

The “Phillips 66 Riverside 
Speedway” attracted both 
passionate racing buffs and 
hundreds of fans from other 
regions, including well-known 
celebrities such as Country & 

Western singer Marty Robbins. In 
the summer of 1960, on Aug. 22, 
Robbins came to Bartlesville to 
participate in the midget races and 
drove his “Big Iron Special” in a 15-
car race. 

Robbins ended his race in a 
crash, when his left rear tire came 
off and was going backwards and a 
car behind him crashed into him. 
While he was unhurt, his 
excitement and enthusiasm for 
racing grew. 

“He expected singing and 
racing to co-exist,” author Diane 
Diekman said about Robbins’ life 
in her book “’20th Century Drifter: 
The Life of Marty Robbins.’ 

Closer to home, the community 
of Bartlesville began to embrace 
the new pastime. For avid 
enthusiasts, micro-midget racing 
became a hot topic. On racing 
nights, whole families attended or 
took part in the evening’s event, 
making it a family affair. 

“Located at 305 Tuxedo Road, 
between Quapaw Avenue and the 
Caney River Bridge, there was an 
oval track about an eighth of a mile 
long, and what started out as 
wooden benches, by this time were 
concrete, with a seating capacity of 

3,000 for spectators,” said BAHM 
Collections Manager Debbie 
Neece. “On the nights there were 
races, the benches were often 
filled as people came out of the 
woodwork to participate. My 
father ‘Mac’ and brother David 
McGill, spent many weekends 
trekking to the race track to 
compete in the midget races, they 
often won the competitions, 
taking home a trophy.” 

The exhibit will be on display 
at the museum through June. 

 

Museum Gift Shop 

Special~ 

All recipe books  

on sale— 

 

35%  Discount! 

 

Discount applies to 

regular price. 
Expires April 13 

Jo Crabtree, Museum Coordinator 
Valentine’s Day com es once a 

year— but love is not seasonal, it is al-

ways here.  Love is a song or a soft-

spoken word, or even a glance something 

unheard —now love is not for keeping, it 

is for giving away, I am sending my love 

to you on this Valentine's Day! 

Why does history 
keep repeating 

 itself?  
 
 

Because we weren't 
listening the first 

time!! 

Who created the first 
draft Of the  

American Declaration Of 
Independence?  

 
Answer below— 

Thomas Jefferson 
Congress edited and drafted 

the final version  

Donated 4/9/2018 by  
Jane Robertson Treubig, photos that 
belonged to parents, Joe and Fiskie 

Robertson, who resided in Bartlesville  
1938-1992 and 2011. 

Top right unknown date-flooded road with 
billboard advertising Maire Hotel. 

Top left circled area, Triangle building. 
Right bottom- Old Highway between 

Bartlesville-Dewey. 

Courtesy Bartlesville Area History Museum 

Courtesy Bartlesville Area History Museum 

Courtesy Bartlesville Area History Museum 

Courtesy Bartlesville Area History Museum 

Without the generosity of engaged and interested individuals, the collection of the Bartlesville Area History Museum would not 
continue to grow. The heritage of Bartlesville and Washington County, Oklahoma is far more important than many individuals are 
aware.  Without a past, you have no future — the growth and development of each Washington County area municipality, is ever 
important, in order to know and build on the future. The records, photographs and artifacts conserved at the BAHM, both past and 
present, are stepping-stones to the future. When you decide to find a new home for those objects that record the history of one of 
these communities, please remember the Bartlesville Area History Museum.       Donations are taken five days a week Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 



 February Collections Donation  Current Exhibit 
“Micro-Midget Racing Dayze” 

Thank you Dr. 
Ben Cranor, 

for a 
spectacular 

presentation 
on  

Micro-Midget 
racing, for 
both youth 
and adult 
racing, on 
Thursday 

March 22- the 
last day of 

Spring Break!  
Mrs. Keim’s 

group also had 
their own race 
at the end of 

the day! 

In February, Mr. Ron Williams , donated to the BAHM, 
his Phillips Petroleum die-cast collection. Displayed in 
the Pioneer Hall, as you walk through you can see a burst 
of orange, since every piece has the Phillips easy to 
identify deep orange hue. They include the following:  
1930 Riveted Tank Car Silver Coin Bank, 1930 Riveted Tank Car Black 
Coin Bank - Special Limited Edition 1 of 100,  Phill-up with Phillips 66 
Coin Bank Light-up Truck, Gravity Feed Gas Pump/Tank Metal Model, 
Bulova Accutron Gold Watch, Hamilton Gold Watch with Brown 
Leather Band, Replica watch used for recognition awards, White Plastic 
Tape Measure with Level, Philnews - May 1975, May 1969, July 1976, 
July 1969, Phillips Petroleum Company Pin - 30 years, 1957 
International R-190 Fire Truck, 1940 Ford Pickup Truck, 1942 Chevy 
Van Box Truck, First Gear 1953 Ford C-600 With Tanker Body, 1939 
Dodge Airflow Aviation Refuler, 1955 Diamond-T Full Rack Stake 
Truck, Phillips 77 Lockheed Orion, Air Radio Car and Sky Writer 
Airplane Model Set, 1925 Tanker Coin Bank, 1951 Ford F-6 Half Rack 
Stake Truck, 1939 Dodge Airflow Tanker, 1917 Ford Model "T" , Racing 
Champions Nascar "Chad Little" Phillips 66 TropArtic Motor Oil Pit 
Crew Model Scene, Horse and Wagon Tanker, 1957 International R-190 
Half Rack Stake Truck, 1931 Hawkey Tanker, 1932 Powder Truck, DC-3 
Vinatage Ariplane, 960 Model B-61 Mack Tractor and Trailer, Phillips 
Pipe Line 1957 International R-200 with Gin Pole/Winch Truck, Phillips 
Pipe Line 1957 International R-200 Truck, Lockheed 1932 Vega 
Airplane, and 1949 Chevrolet Panel Truck. 

Micro Midget Spring Break Event  “Prairie Song - Journey Back to the Old West” 

The BAHM hosted three consecutive Movie Monday’s in March, 
showing the recently released documentary “Prairie Song – Journey 
Back to the Old West at Prairie Song.”  Special guests included Kenneth 
and Marilyn Tate, owners of the 1800s pioneer village museum, Kathy 
Rogers, of CableOne Advertising, who serves as contributor to 
production work on the movie, and local residents producer contributor 
Joel Rabin, and Bill Woodard, a relative of the Tate’s.  

“The film personifies the life and times of the story of Oklahoma through 
artifacts and the re-created life-style of generations long gone.” Crabtree 
said. “That of those who lived and built the state based on a standard, a 
dream to overcome adversities of nature, seasons, and the drive to 
survive whatever Oklahoma served to them from day to day living.” 

“The museum was very fortunate to have the opportunity to show this 
important documentation of not only current history, but a current 
perspective of an actual historical view of that culture long gone from 
the history of Oklahoma and Washington County.”  The Blu-ray is for 
sale in the gift shop for $20. * A total of One hundred and four people 
attended the  event— Jo Crabtree 



     Nelson Carr sold his gristmill to Jacob Bartles in 1875. After Bartles moved and 
established the town of Dewey, the mill continued to operate until about 1907 under the 
name Riverside Roller Mill with Carl Washington Hymer as the proprietor. Joe Bartles 
dismantled the mill building in 1914 and took the walnut lumber to Dewey where he 
stored the material until he could build his home.  
 
     Herb Sheller came to Bartlesville as a sign painter in 1903. He established the Sheller 
Sign System in Bartlesville and was well known for the finer 
signs on businesses and office doors. One of his early hobbies 
was photographing early Bartlesville so it is no surprise that 
his best friend was Frank Griggs.  
 
Sheller and Griggs became very close friends and that 
continued as long as they lived. They often packed their gear 
and traveled to Sheller’s homeland of Barry County, Missouri 
to camp for a week at a time. They explored caves, fished, 

looked for artifacts and of course took photographs.  
 
     Sheller was instrumental in 
establishing the Bartlesville Art Center in Johnstone Park where he 
was often found at an easel with a tray of paints in one hand and a 
paintbrush in the other.   
 
     This year, the Bartlesville Area History Museum’s Collections 
Staff began a complete inventory of the Museum’s physical archive. 
Recently, a series of exciting events happened that all started with a 
photo identification and lead to the discovery of a Herb Sheller 
Carr/Bartles Mill oil painting in the Museum collection. Mr. Sheller 
has written on the back of the artwork: 
  

The Beginning of Bartlesville. This painting of Bartles’ old mill on Caney River north of town at 
Bitinisville. Picture taken by Herb Sheller in 1903, taken from west across river. Authentic structure. Built 
by Nelson Carr’s people. Sold to Jake Bartles. The old race still remains open. River bank west of Bitinis 
buildings. Mill wheel run flat under floor. Water operation like this (picture drawn) Donated to our City for 
posterity November 1964. Verification Frank Griggs, Nelson Carr, Charles Jennings and Mert Keifer.  

  
 In addition, Mr. Sheller wrote a poem to accompany the art titled “Legend of the Old Mill” and wrote 

on the back of the framed poem: 
  
This poem showing the end of time to the old mill and owners the harvest time end of a cycle reflection 

as memories of past and the call of the night bird or death the twelve o’clock hour the dividing of time.  Herb 
Sheller  

Sheller Sign System est. 1903 
    Herb Sheller — sign maker/artist/photographer/writer/ businessman . . . 

    Mr. Herb Sheller reached his “harvest time” May 1973 and left the City of 
Bartlesville a remarkable treasure. For Mr. Sheller painting was a hobby but his 
hobby has left a legacy.  
     Rudy Geissler is a friend of the Museum and often assists the Museum staff 
with “History Mysteries.” He has been searching for information about the 
Bartles Mill to uncover the type of water operation Carr and Bartles used at the 
Mill. From the drawing Mr. Sheller placed on the back of the oil painting, Rudy 
has another piece of his history hunt and he believes the mill operated with 
turbine power. I am sure we will hear more from Mr. Geissler in the near 
future. The Museum does not have interior photos of the mill operations so we 
are appreciative of Rudy’s assistance in gathering information about the 
functions of the mill.  

  
Mr. Sheller magically created the oil 

painting on a stretched canvas from a 
photograph he had taken shortly after his 
arrival in 1903. He donated the artwork to the 
History Room in 1964, when the History 
Room was part of the Bartlesville Public 
Library. Since the Bartlesville Area History 
Museum became a permanent fixture of the 
City of Bartlesville, we have unknowingly 
cared this important art piece by storing it in 
our photographic archive under complete 
environmental control, allowing the art to 
remain well preserved. We have 
commissioned the oil painting to be 

professionally cleaned, framed and 
protected by museum quality UV 
protectant glass. According to 
Collection Manager, Debbie Neece, 
“This preservation project will take 
about 6 weeks and at that time our 
visitors will have a visual of the Carr/
Bartles mill as it stood in 1903.”  
 
 

Debbie Neece, Collections Manager 


