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BARTLESVILLE AREA HISTORY MUSEUM 
    Protect, collect, preserve, share . . . 

Museum Staff 
 

Director, Shellie McGill 
Daily Operations Manager, Denise Goff 
Collections Manager, Debbie Neece 
Museum Coordinator, Heather Hutto 
Registrar, Kasey Koester 
Education Coordinator, Betty Keim 
Museum Clerk/Temp, Tamra Rogers 
Museum Clerk/Temp, Naomi Seaver 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
401 S. Johnstone Avenue, 5th Floor 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 
 
Phone (918) 338-4290  
Fax (918) 338-4264 
Web: www.bartlesvillehistory.com 
Email: HDHutto@cityofbartlesville.org 
 

 
 

Museum  Hours: 
● Monday - Friday: 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
● Closed Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 
 

ADMISSION BY DONATION 
 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

Bartlesville Area History Museum 
401 S. Johnstone  Ave. - 5th Floor 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 

BAHM Announces Staff Changes 
After 14 years of service at the Bartlesville 

Area History Museum, Museum Coordinator Jo 
Crabtree has elected to retire. 

 
Jo began her career with the City of 

Bartlesville in 2005 as the Volunteer Coordinator 
for the Bartlesville Area History Museum and was 
promoted to Museum Coordinator in 2017. 

“Congratulations to Jo Crabtree on her 
retirement from the City of Bartlesville," said 
BAHM Director Shellie McGill. "We are 
appreciative of her dedication and commitment to 
the museum, her many excellent exhibits, 
interesting and informative social media stories 
and uniquely Bartlesville items she found for the 
gift shop.” 

 
“Life at the History Museum will be a learning 

experience as we try to fill Jo’s very tall boots,” 
said Collections Manager Debbie Neece. “It was 
just impossible to grasp Jo’s daily contributions to 
all Museum staff, volunteers and visitors.”  

“Jo kept the Museum running smoothly,” said 

Education Coordinator, Betty Keim. “We will miss 
her and hope she has a wonderful retirement.” 

Welcome our new Museum Coordinator, Heather 
Hutto. Heather is pursuing a Masters in Library 
Science at the University of North Texas College of 
Information, focusing in Archives Management and 
Imaging. “I want to provide information access to 
underserved groups — and to preserve our region’s 
history,” she stated.  

Heather is “both honored and excited to be here” 
she said, “Others have left a legacy; I aim to support 
their efforts continue in their footsteps. I hope I 
serve my community well,” she said. 

Heather volunteers for the Oklahoma Historical 
Society’s Oral Histories project. Also, she  
collaborates with professors at NSU in Tahlequah 
on a  Mapping Green Country project — an online 
preservation project aimed preserving poorly-
acknowledged historical sites. Her background 
consists of teaching, libraries, archives, and network 
administration. When she’s not at work or school, 
she enjoys gardening and beekeeping.  

VISITATION STATS 
  
Last quarter (2019) total visitors: 2,057 
 
States:   AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, LA, 
ME, MI, MO, MT, NC, ND, NE, NM, NY, OK, OR, PA, SD, 
TN, TX, VT, WA  
   
Countries:  Argentina, Australia, Japan, Scotland, and 
the North Pole   

Jo Crabtree—My hope is that the community continues to recognize the importance of the heritage the museum staff is preserving, and their 
dedication to good stewardship of that history. “We need to recognize that without a past, we have no future; we have to know where we 
came from in order to know where we are going.” In 14 years, the most rewarding part of my work has been working with a great bunch of 
volunteers, members of our nation’s greatest generation. However, the most difficult thing I ever faced was losing them when they passed 
from this life.  
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January 6 - Exhibit Opening Event at BAHM 
Vaudeville to Cinema The History of Entertainment and Theater in 
Bartlesville and the Surrounding Area 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
After a brief introduction, visitors will have the opportunity to was the 1955 Marilyn Monroe movie 
“The Seven Year Itch” (The movie is 104 minutes in length)  
 

January 20 - Museum Closed  
Martin Luther King Day 

 

February 17 - Museum Closed  
President’s Day 

 
March 16 - Exhibit Opening Event at BAHM 
Cherokee Nation Tourism and & Culture present: The Trail of Tears 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Cherokee Nation Tourism & Culture and the Cherokee Heritage Center have collaborated With BAHM  
for this unique exhibit.   

 

March 17 &18 - BAHM Presents  
Cooweescowee Kids — a spring break mini camp for kids 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Education Coordinator Betty Keim shares fun and engaging programming about Cherokee Nation 
history. Your kids won’t want to miss this!  

March 26 - BAHM Presents  
“Ben Johnson, The Man, The Legend and Bartlesville”  
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at BAHM 

5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Bartlesville Public Library 
 

 

April 9th - BAHM Presents  
“The Way We Wear” — A formal tea and presentation 
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. 
Come as-you-are event, period-piece costumes definitely encouraged!  
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Collections Corner BAHM Calendar of Events 
  
 During WWII (1939-1945), our military ser-
vice men were able to send “Letters on Rec-
ord” to their friends and family in the United 
States.  
 In a small recording booth, the service man 
spoke their message while the machine “cut” 
their voice recording onto either vinyl or card-
board records. This allowed families to receive 
a personal message from their loved ones a sea 
away.  
 Although most of the once family treasures 
have disappeared, during the last quarter of 
2019, Mike and Rita Byfield donated 13 card-
board and vinyl message recordings to the 
Museum.  

 The staff of the Bartlesville Area History Museum appreciate the Byfield family dona-
tion and the trust they have placed in our preservation of their family treasures.   
 

-Debbie Neece, Collections Manager 

Want to donate a family heirloom, antique find, photos or other materials? 
 Please contact Debbie Neece, (918) 338-4292.             

  
 January brought two sets of noteworthy do-
nations. Lue Barndollar donated group photos 
of the Indian Territory Pioneer Association. The 
group photos are from 2015 and 2020.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 And History Hero, Ron Adams donated a 
Sooner stadium cushion, College High School 
cushion, College High pep button, College High 
mega phone.  
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1 In 2005 the Johnson-Jeffries film was added to the Library of Congress’ selection of honored films to be placed in the Unit-
ed States National Film Registry.  

  fter five years of collaborative research, the Bartlesville Area History 
Museum is happy to announce the opening of its newest exhibit:  Vaudeville to Cinema: 
The History of Entertainment and Theater in Bartlesville and the Surrounding Area.   

 
 The exhibit opening 
coincides with the latest 
book produced by Ron 
Roe and BAHM 
collections manager, 
Debbie Neece. “It took five 
years to really dig through 
all the research and tell all 
of the different chapters of 
this history,” said Neece.  
 
 Two minutes into 
either the book or exhibit, 
and it is not difficult to 
understand why the 
research took five years to 

complete — the book itself is a complete history of theatre — in all its forms— within 
Bartlesville. From humble beginnings comprised of literary society meetings and school 
functions, to later opera houses, film theaters, and a mid-century telemovie experiment, 
the book and exhibit both boast extensively-researched accounts, all in fabulous detail. 
  
 One colorful account in the book tells a story of murder and scandal in the nearly 
unknown Bijou Theatre. 
 
 The Bijou Theater opened May 17, 1910 and was located at 11o E. Third street. It 
featured plush red seats for viewers and showed silent films— including the historic1 100-
minute silent film of heavyweight championship fight between Jack Johnson and James 
Jeffries. Yet fourteen months later the theater would offer citizens a different form of 
excitement.  
 
 The theatre was a full house on the night of September 29, 1911. Mrs. Maggie Sprague 
and Mrs. Dora Bennett attended the showing together at the Bijou as their husbands were 
out of town on business. They sat together, about two seats into the row; meanwhile, Mr. 
Charles Music, a local railroad switch engineer and fireman, sat in an adjacent aisle seat.  
 
 For some time in the past, Mrs. Maggie Sprague had been involved with Mr. Charles 
Richerson, a local smelter worker. It can be inferred that the involvement did not go over 
well with Maggie's husband, Mr. James Sprague, as a prior encounter between the two 
men ended with Mr. Sprague striking Mr. Richerson in the head with a brick.  
 

  Richerson, upon seeing the women sitting adjacent to Mr. Music — drew his own con-
clusions that the women were attending the feature with him. After exchanging threaten-
ing words with Music, Richerson left the theater.  
  
 Richerson returned with a 38-caliber revolver and fired three shots into the dark and 
crowded theater. Sprague was shot in the arm, Bennett in the spine, and Music in the 
shoulder. 
 
 Panic ensued: “A half-dozen people subdued Richerson and literally dragged him from 
the theatre into the street where a ‘sullen and angry mob’ gathered with the goal of lynch-
ing him on the spot” (Neece and Roe, p. 31). Clear-minded citizens managed to drag 
Richerson to police headquarters two blocks away.  
  
 Sprague and Music would survive; Bennett would endure long-term treatment for her 
injuries before passing away five months later, February 28, 1912. Initially tried for at-
tempted manslaughter, Richerson was sentenced to ten years at the state penitentiary in 
McAlester. However, upon Bennett’s death, newspapers announced Richerson would be 
returned to Bartlesville to face murder charges. No documentation has been found to sup-
port such trial took place. 
  
 The location would pass ownership several times: it was sold to a Kansas business man 
in November 1911, then served as a storefront for Richards, Bourne and Company jewelers 
in the June of 1912. The building later became the Hall Jewelry store in 1924, before Clar-
ence Duffendack joined the business and the site became Duffendack-Hall Jewelers. 
  
 In 1961 Josef  Derryberry operated his jewelry store at the site until his retirement until 
2004.  

To read more about the  
history of theaters in 
Bartlesville, check out Roe 
and Neece’s book,  
 
Vaudeville to Cinema: The 
History of Entertainment 
and Theater in Bartlesville 
and the Surrounding Area.  
 
 Currently available at the 
BAHM Gift Shop. 

Bijou Theater 110 E Third Street / Courtesy BAHM 
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 While we may not have new items in the gift 
shop just yet, we can boast new displays and 
marketing.  
 Did you know we have special interest books 
about Oklahoma history, food, and culture? 
Readers would be hard-pressed to find  some of 
these texts anywhere else. The museum gift shop 
also features books researched and written by 
museum staff— the real meat and potatoes of 
Bartlesville area history.  
 In addition to an impressive book selection, 
the museum has fun trinkets, authentic recrea-
tions of vintage toys, old prints and post cards, 
ceramic mugs, chocolates, and more. We are also 
collaborating in-house to produce schoolhouse 
quills and Bartlesville landmark coloring books. 
As our gift shop evolves this year, we will be aim-
ing to offer locally-made products. 

 The Bartlesville Area History Museum 
was delighted to host Santa and Mrs. Claus 
on December 18th when they stopped by to 
see the boys and girls.  
The  children  were eager to tell Santa what 
they wanted for Christmas. Then, Santa 
would check with Mrs. Claus to see if the 
elves had reported whether or not the kids 
made the “Good” list. Luckily, all of the 
kids were apparently great in 2019 —- no 
one made the “Naughty” list.  
  
 Santa and Mrs. Claus gave them a brace-
lets and candies when they were through 
talking with them. Parents were able to 
take as many pictures as they liked. 

 
  Robert and Mary McGuire took on 
the roles of Mr. and Mrs. Claus.— and have 
a history doing so. Mary McGuire has been 
a special needs teacher for more than 35 
years. Robert first put on his suit in 1972 
and has been appearing in classrooms ever 
since. 
 
 After the children were finished speak-
ing with Santa and Mrs. Claus they partici-
pated in ornament decorated an ornament.  
The children and parents saw the video 
Christmas Spirit — a sweet story of a 
blended family in which the sacrifice of a 

single child changes  several lives forever.  
 
 Snacks were provided for one and all. 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus are excited to visit 
BAHM again next year.  


